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Monday, March 5, 2001

Dr. Gary P. Posner, M.D.
1113 Normandy Trace Road
Tampa FL 33602-5771

Dear Gary,

May we invite you to deliver a talk at a special convention convened by
the Center for Inquiry-International (CFI). This conference is cosponsored by
both the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the
Paranormal (CSICOP) and the Council for Secular Humanism (CSH). Both
organizations have a long, rich history of convening separate meetings in
North America and worldwide. Because this is the first time we have
organized a joint convention under the auspices of the Center for Inquiry, we
are eager to have only the most thought-provoking, best-known, most effective
speakers—and so of course we would like to know if you may be available.

The conference will be held from November 8th through 12th in Adanta,
Georgia. The overall theme is “Science and Religion: Are They Compatible?”
with a variety of sessions on topics related to this topic. Most such conferences
held have said that they are compatible. We wish to raise skeptical questions
pro and con about this important theme. Among the speakers being invited to
the conference are the physicists and astronomers Leon Lederman, Paul
Davies, and Murray Gell-Mann. The philosophers invited include Daniel
Dennett and Adolf Griinbaum. Other scientists that we are inviting are
Richard Dawkins, E. O. Wilson, Stephen Jay Gould, and Steven Pinker,
among others.

May we invite you to the plenary session, “Prayer at a Distance.” Other
people being invited to this session are Hector Avalos, Larry Dossey, Randolph
Byrd, Nicholas Humphrey, Irving Tessman, and Lev Shapiro. We would like
you to read a paper of no more than 20-25 minutes in lengtht The fuller
paper will be published later. T

The new Executive Director for CSH, Dr. Ed Buckner, is coordinating
the event, in cooperation with Barry Karr, Executive Director of CSICOP. I
would appreciate if if you could let Ed know, as soon as possible, whether
your schedule will allow you to speak to this convocation in November. Ed
can be reached by telephone (716-636-7571 ext. 215) or e-mail
(EBuckner@centerforinquiry.net) or by mail at the address above. He can also
answer any questions you have about specific dates within the range I've given
you, travel arrangements, and so forth.

c:\mydocu~1\27-atlan.doc

oSS



I sincerely hope we will have the pleasure of your company in November. We will of course pay
for your travel and hotel expenses. Thank you. I look forward to hearing from you.

(
With best wishes;

Sincerely yours,

: Paul Kurtz
Chair
Center for Inquiry



