GARY P. POSNER, M.D.
6219 FALMA DEL MAR BLVD. #210 -
5T. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33715

August 26, 1982
Peter Rank, M,D,
Radiology Consultents
309 W, Washington Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53703

Dear Dr. Rank,

My hospital librarian was finally able to secure & copy
of The Medical Basis for Radiation Accident Preparedness from
Emory University. Although no doubt fascinating to a radiologist,
unfortunately I found very little information to help answer nmy
questions about epilation, diarrhea, and chronic dermatitis.

Of the nine page references listed in the index under
"Epilation" and "Hair", only three offered any pertinent information:

Pe. 135: "About the 17th day after exposure, epilation
started in the patient..."

p. 176: "Epilation is a valuable dosimeter in many
radiation accidents. It occurs after doses of 300-1000 rad
of beta or gamma radiation but is not as frequently observed
in these kinds of injuries."

P. 302: "Epilation is a relatively late clinical
effect, usually beginning on day 17 to 20; any considerable
loss of hair usually means a dose of 200 rad or more, Because
it ocecurs so late this manifestation is of little value as a
clinical indicator."

There were only two references to "Dierrhea'", and only
this one was of any potential relevance:

Pe 302: "Diarrhea is a less useful symptom [ﬁnan vomit-
ingﬂ in indicating degree of injury and is probably more
likely than vomiting to be caused by emotional responses..."

Regarding dermatitis, of the indexed pages, only four
contained pertinent information (see photocopies). They indicated that
for Type I injury (erythema) to occur within 15-30 minutes, perhaps
several thousand rads wo:ld be necessary., And for greater injury
than Type I, at least 1000 rads is required,

As you noted in your letter, it was interesting to read
of cases like Mr. Y.S. (1971 Chiba, Japan exposure to Iridium 192),
who suffered a combination of local and whole-body effects (9000 rad
to the hip, but only 50 whole-body rads). But since none of the prin-
cipals in the Cash/Landrum case managed to capture the “UFO".and place
it in a hip pocket, I don't see how one can invoke such a "high local
but low total-body" scenario,



If I were to extrapolate from this minimal data and apply
it to the Cash/Landrum case, I would draw the following inferences:

1) Betty'!s reported hair loss, which apparently began
only ebout a week after the event (far less than 17 days)
may not be terribly consistent with radiation exposure.

2) Vickie's and Colby's diarrhea may have been
emotionally induced.
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3) Bettyis "red blotches  on her “"face and hesad’; wnich
began to appear only about 5=15 minutes after exposure (MUFON
UFO0 Journal, Nov, '81, p. 3-4), if caused by gamma radiation,
would be consistent with exposure of several thousand rads.

i) Vickie'!s non-healing (after 8 months) hand ulcer
could result from a brief dose of at least 1000-2000 rads of
geamma radiation. ,

Of course, the above do not begin to exhaust the possibili-
ties, but are the only inferences I can draw from the minimal amount
of specific information in this particular book.

Several additional cobssrvations:

1) It is curious that although Fate (May '82) carried
a very detalled account of the case, drawing heavily from Schuessler's
MUFON article, no mention was even made of Vickie's non-healing sore.

2) In your letter to me of May 28, you state that my
assumption of whole-body exposure in this case is a "quite simple"
one., I made a. . reference to this on the previous page. Addi-
tionally, I have seen no indication that the principals were effective-
1y shielded from exposure. Per Schuessler (MUFON p. L): "Betty was
directly exposed to the object 5 to 10 minutes, Vickie 3 to 5 minutes,
and Colby...a minute or so, ind unlike other 'combination hi-local
low-whole body! cases in the 'k, there was no fallout involved in
this case, to stick to their bodies. If this event occured at all,
it appears to have involved an intense whole-body basking.

3) James Hoseley's UFO newsletter of August 10 states
that there is a "complex dispute between APRO and John Schuessler's
group...VISIT, in regard to the Cash/Lendrum Case." I'm attempting
to secure the details. Perhaps APRO smells a hoax, but this may Just
be idle dreaming on my part. If you wish, I will forward whatever I
find out.

Sincerely,

5?%2;2;;7:/%gi£§1/~‘ﬁna
Gary . Posner, M.D.
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Aviation Week
& Space Technology

Philip J. Klass Aug. 30, 1982
Dear Gary:

My compliments not only for your continuing
research into the medical aspects of the Cash/Landrum
case, but your superb, professinal handling/style
in dealing with Dr. Rank.

As T have so often found in cases involving
radar, persons unfamiliar with the basic phenomen-
ology involved are unable and fearful about

questioning/challenging an 'expert'HEE R
UFOlogist.

Yet clearly Rank's great desire to believe
has dulled whatever expertise he has in the field
of radiology.

Keep up your fine work and in time I think
you will have the basis for a story for The Skeptical

Inquirer.

Will send a copy to 02 per your request, but
will ask him to hold confidential your work at this
time.

Cordially,

CHO




